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Music The gig scene with
Clare RobinsonComing soon...

Country, bluegrass, folk and Americana

Clare Robinson finds out about a new LP released to raise
money towards restoration of an historic barrack block

T
HE first of a series of fun-
draisers in association with
the Bread and Roses pub in
aid of the renovation of the

barrack room at Maker Heights
will take place tonight.

This is the official launch party
of the Maker Tapes, a fundraising
album featuring many of the mu-
sicians associated with Maker.

The settlement at Maker Heights
on the Rame Peninsula has long
been seen as the cultural heart of
South East Cornwall, a creative
hub which for many years has
housed a plethora of local artists,
craftspeople and musicians.

As well as individual studios,
recording and rehearsal facilities a
community-run pub and a 250-ca-
pacity venue, Maker has an out-
door space that houses a campsite
and is regularly used for festivals –
the much-missed Maker Sunshine
Festival was held here annually for
many years – and weddings.

For the last couple of decades this
has provided a safe, inspirational
environment in which young (and
older) people can express them-
selves and remain within the com-
m u n i t y.

However Maker’s cultural exist-
ence is now under serious threat.

“After a behind-closed-doors sale
to private property developers in

2014, plans for a luxury hotel com-
plex on site were revealed,” ex-
plains music promoter and local
activist Tom Ogilvie.

“But, the community spirit here
in Cornwall is a force to be
reckoned with, and a well organ-
ised group created the
Maker-with-Rame CIC and man-
aged to prevent the sale of the
Napoleonic era barrack building,
thus halting development plans for
a hotel on the site.

“We are very happy to have won
back the building and we want to
turn it into a valuable asset for the
community so we need to make the
necessary repairs.

“Sadly the venue, pub and fest-
ival grounds are still in the hands
of the developers, and the battle of
community versus corporation
c o n t i nu e s. ”

Eviction notices have been
served on the potters, artists, mu-
sicians who inhabit the various out
houses and buildings on site and
the Random Arms, the much-loved
community pub, will have to
cl o s e.

The hope is that by renovating
the barrack room some of the
artists can be rehoused and work-
shops, practise spaces etc can be
retained on site.

“The aim would be to make it a

‘This battle
of community
vs corporation
continues...’

self-supporting, sustainable enter-
prise, not relying on grants and
external funding,” says Tom.

Locally-supported live music
events, raffles and exhibitions have
already started to bring in the cap-
ital needed to make this pledge a
re a l i t y.

“Raising these funds is of para-
mount importance in protecting
the future of Maker Heights,” s ay s
Tom, “and in continuing the cam-
paign against future profit-driven
commercial development on site.”

Needless to say, when Maker-af-
filiated bands were invited to con-
tribute to an album fundraiser, to
be released in time for the Christ-
mas market, the uptake was huge.

“There were so many submis-
sions including tracks that were
recorded or rehearsed in the bar-
rack building itself,” says Tom.

The final track listing features
Land of the Giants, Phat Bollard,
Mad Dog Mcrea, John Fairhurst,
Corinna Elleschild, producer Josh
Elleschild, Haunt the Woods, Becca
Langsford and Alex Hart, Tom
O’Reilly and the Swaggers, Rich

James, Ross Kelly and Jake Cal-
l a d i n e.

Compiled and arranged by local
producers, illustrated and de-
signed by local artists, and gen-
erously donated and manufactured
by local resident Dave Summers of
DMS Ltd, the limited edition run of
500 albums come with additional
compact disc and digital download
i n cl u d e d .

The official launch party featur-
ing Double Denim, Jake Calladine,
Jake Elliot and Sam Mumford, will
take place at the Ebrington Street
pub tonight.

Then the Maker Sessions con-
tinue tomorrow night, across the
river at Maker itself, this time fea-
turing exceptional touring bands
Mama Jerk and the Ladyfingers
and Bert Miller and the Animal

THE Junction plays host to a
roots music extravaganza to-
morrow, with a double-head-
liner that’s full-to-bursting with
country, bluegrass, folk and
Americana chops.

No sooner had they called it a
day, Plymouth quartet Walnut
Falcons are back for one more
honk y-tonkin’ blast of classic
c o u n t r y.

The band proffer pitch-perfect
vignettes, honouring all the
greats, including Merle Hag-
gard, Hank Williams, Johnny
Cash and Willie Nelson.

Expect lush harmonies, gentle
guitar twang, a dash of moun-

tain music and some drunken
line-dancing.

Fresh from their highly suc-
cessful Devonport Guildhall
show (which raised over £1,000
for Plymouth Access To Hous-
ing’s hardship fund), Crazy Arm
once again eschew the loud gui-
tars in favour of their now-es-
tablished foray into bluegrass
and Americana.

Two days after this show, the
band enter the studio to start
recording their fourth album,
titled Dark Hands, Thunder-
bolts, which will return to the
rock of their first two albums.

But tonight, expect something

old, something new, something
borrowed, something bluegrass
and some sozzled flat-footing.

Before them, Portsmouth’s El
Morgan will be playing solo
acoustic songs that sizzle with
nu-folk charm and chutzpah.

She’ll also be singing with
Crazy Arm, alongside their local
female singer, Becky Saxton.

Bringing up the rear is folk
and punk-inspired singer-song-
writer Paul Armer.

Stetsons optional – dancing
shoes a must.

When & Where: S a t u rd a y,
December 17, The Junction, Mutley

Music news

Support Livewire
this Christmas
and win big prizes
SET up a standing order to sup-
port Livewire Youth Music Pro-
ject this Christmas, and you
could win an iPad, Galaxy Tab
or £350 cash prize.

The Saltash-based charity
provides music lessons, advice
and support for young people,
opportunities for education
and volunteering and more – all
delivered by a team of highly
trained and qualified youth
workers, professional musi-
cians and performing arts
wo rke r s.

However, it has suffered ma-
jor cutbacks in recent years
after Cornwall Council cut its
funding, and continues to
struggle to meet ever-rising es-
sential running costs, as well as
payments for key staff.

It is the generous gifts of sup-
porters that underpin the fu-
ture of Livewire.

You can set up payments for
any amount, for as long as you
l i ke.

And if you pay UK tax they
can also claim back the tax on
your donation.

See www.livewire youth.com
or email appeals@li v ewire
y outh.com to find out how to
d o n at e.

Folk who will be ap-
pearing in the Energy
Room from 8pm.

When & Where: F r i d a y,
December 16, Bread and
Roses, Ebrington Street

Crazy Arm frontman Darren Johns

MAKER TAPES

P
LYMOUTH is to mark the
40th anniversary of punk by
re-staging one of the most
famous gigs in rock history

– when the Clash and Sex Pistols
played in the city.

Top tribute acts The Sex Pistols
Experience and London Calling
are to re-created one of the few
gigs that went ahead in the
ill-fated Anarchy in the UK tour.

They will be joined on stage at
The Hub, in Bath Street, tomor-
row by Broken Hearts, who re-
create the sound of US glam-punk
originators Johnny Thunders
and the Heartbreakers, who were
also on the tour.

In late 1976 the three bands, and
the Damned too, took to the road
as punk-mania swept the nation.

But after Pistols’ guitarist Steve
Jones notoriously swore on a live
London news show, venues up and
down the nation cancelled the
gigs in panic.

P ly m o u t h ’s Woods Centre –
long since demolished and now
the site of Drake Circus Shopping
Centre – was one of only a handful
of clubs that allowed the groups to
p l ay.

They took to the stage on
December 21, 1976, and the gig has
gone down in musical history.

Further cancellations, includ-
ing in Torquay, meant it was the
final gig of the tour.

Now the tribute acts want to
remind Plymouth about the part
it played in punk lore.

Reg Shaw, who plays Clash
frontman Joe Strummer in Lon-
don Calling, said the gig will be
special.

“The Sex Pistols Experience are
fantastic – they just keep getting
b e t t e r, ” he said. “We ’re on top of
our game at the moment and I’ve

are welcome to attend, and said it
will be as good as when the group
played at The Elgin, in Ladbroke
Grove, in 2009 – famous as the
wateringhole of choice for the
Clash, Strummer and his first
band the 101ers.

“For the 100 Club gig we are
running a coach from Bristol,” he
said. “We did it when we played
the Elgin about seven years ago
and it was a massive day out for
eve r yo n e.

“T here’s great stories from that
day, the gig was brilliant. Met a
few of the 101ers too.”

Were you at the famous Sex
Pistols/Clash gig at Woods in
1976? We’d love to hear what you
remember about the night. And if
you go to the Hub recreation, how
did the two compare? Email
w t e l fo rd @ p ly m o u t h h e r a l d . c o. u k

When & Where: Saturday, December
17, The Hub, Bath Street

Plymouth jazz
and blues star
releases long-
awaited debut
IT’S BEEN a lifetime in the
making and four years in pro-
duction but musician and gui-
tar maker Tom Anfield has
released his debut album.

After a career writing music
for other people and making
guitars for a string of famous
performers, Tom and his band
have released their own work,
Holidays In History.

The jazz and blues master
was joined by Will Williams as
drummer, producer and sound
e n g i n e e r.

Tom, a regular performer at
the Blues Bar and a stalwart of
the Saltash music scene, said
he was delighted with the fin-
ished product, which includes
his popular songs Rocking-
chair and Trafalgar Nights; a
poignant ballard about the
death of Nelson.

Tom, who has invested in his
own professional recording
studio at his home in Hatt,
explained why it took so long to
get the CD released.

“It took more time than ex-
pected to find which hoops had
to be jumped through to re-
gister the music with the vari-
ous agencies, acquire the codes
and copyrights to finally get
the album published, distrib-
uted and available globally on-
l i n e, ” he said.

“From the start of writing
and recording it has been
nearly four years in total.

“However, we took our time
to get it right and I wrote many
songs over the period, some of
which were recorded within
weeks of them being written.

“We juggled which tracks to
include and I certainly had to
up my game, particularly on
vocals in order to get a really
professional production.

“I am very proud of the res-
ults and initial reviews have
been very positive from home
and abroad.

“Having our own studio has
made it much easier to get on
with the next album which is
well under way.”

Holidays In History by the
Tom Anfield Band is available
through Spotify, Amazon and
iTunes. CDs are also available
from Sound Unlimited in Ply-
mouth priced £10.

Album release

Plymouth
marks 40th
anniversary
of punk with
top tributes

Plymouth
marks 40th
anniversary
of punk with
top tributes
William Telford remembers
when the Sex Pistols and
the Clash wowed the city

heard good stuff about this
Johnny Thunders tribute.

“So it should be a great night.”
London Calling, from Bristol,

are no strangers to the Plymouth
area, having played to huge
crowds at Tavistock’s The Wharf
in May 2016 and November 2015.

The Sex Pistols Experience,
who have been endorsed by real
Pistols John Lydon, Steve Jones
and Glen Matlock, wowed at a
sell-out appearance at the Voodoo
Lounge in December 2015.

The two bands even performed
together at the Wharf in 2007 to
mark the 30th anniversary of the
punk explosion.

Broken Hearts were actually
formed by a real Heartbreaker:
bassist Billy Rath.

He formed a band to tour to UK
in 2010, but following his death in
2014 the group soldiered on as a
tribute to the originals.

Sex Pistols Experience drum-
mer and founder Paul Crook (real
name Dave), said: “The band will
appear in Plymouth at the Hub
venue, an anniversary of the Sex
Pistols performing the Woods
centre 40 years ago.

“So we’ll be bringing along our
friends London Calling, who do a
fantastic show of The Clash, in
suppor t.

“It’s always good to get down to
P ly m o u t h . ”

Meanwhile, the bands are gear-
ing up for 2017 – the 40th an-
niversary of when punk really
broke through and the originals
released their seminal albums.

London Calling have been
asked to play at capital’s famous
100 Club punk hangout on May 19
– to mark four decades since the
first Clash LP came out.

Reg said fans from Plymouth

Top tribute acts The
Sex Pistols Experience
and London Calling will

re-create the classic
1976 Plymouth Woods
Centre gig at the Hub

tomorrow night
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