A comm––
unity
project

Maker
Memories
–––– Maker Memories is a
community project that aims
to capture the rich and diverse
heritage of Maker Camp.
The project is being led by
volunteers from Maker with Rame
Community Interest Company and
is supported by The Box, Plymouth.
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Photographs, film, objects and
ephemera have been collected to
give an insight into how important
Maker is to the thousands of
people that have visited over the
years. Many of these have been
collected by volunteers on the
project as well as students from
the Sociology and Media Arts
programmes at the University
of Plymouth, and students from
the Extended Diploma in Film,
Animation and Media Production
at Plymouth College of Art. These
have been supported by Instant
Light Productions and Maker based
creatives, Patchwork Studios and
Dom Moore Photography.
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The project has been working
with a wide variety of local
community members to capture
stories from those that attended
the Camp on a school holiday
to musicians and artists who are
based at Maker today.
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creativity

Maker has inspired creativity,
which can be seen in the work
of artists, photographers, potters,
sculptors, musicians, brewers,
chefs and wood-crafters.
Throughout the years local artists,
including those from the Rame
School of Artists, have created
outstanding work in studios at
Maker. Art is frequently exhibited
at Maker and various galleries
have located here over the last
twenty years.

There is a long history of
encouraging creativity at Maker,
from the nature books that school
children compiled whilst at the
camp, the community pottery
workshops and face painting held
by Maker Junction, to the present
day activities at Maker Mayhem
and Awenek Studios.
People of all ages have been
enriched by creativity at Maker.
Whether it’s as simple as making
a daisy chain for the first time,
darning socks, making hedgerow
jam, playing in the scrap store tent
at the festivals or whittling a piece
of wood, Maker seems to inspire
imagination, play and works of art.

I’ve been to other parts of the
world and you mention Maker
and people get so excited
about it because it brings back
memories of the Festival and the
creativity and all those people you
meet. So it’s just such a massive
network it’s not just, just the local
area although this is a lifeline for
lots of people in the local area.
It stems really far afield.
Jenny Fox
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Yeah, that’s where the sunshine came from,
a tribute to Nancy and also a tribute to Tom,
Tom Glover, who did a lot of our graphic work
for all those early days of the festival; and
morphed the sunshine and made it his own
and via his graphic design skills, put some
sunglasses on it and made it wink, changed it
with colours.
Pete Dunstone
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I can definitely take all the
different parts of my career
and bring them back to this
place that’s for sure.

So, Maker to me is about artistic freedom, it’s about
community, and it’s about sharing, it’s about not taking.
This place is special because the people who are involved
with this place are all local people and they’re not trying
to make loads of money, they are not trying to elevate
themselves above anybody else, it’s just a place where we
come and offer some alternative from what goes on outside
really, which is more of a cut-throat world. This is one of
those gems where everyone comes to and feels something
special here. It’s hard to really pinpoint what that is.
Jack Tucker
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Nancy Glover, was an artist in our area,
and she produced some fantastic artwork,
pottery, and the Sunshine was symbolic of her
work. She did this beautiful Sunshine, and her
son, Tom Glover, was working with us helping
to design fliers and things like that. And he said,
‘Let’s use Mum’s Sunshine’. So that was how
Maker Sunshine Festival sort of got its name.
And we were hoping that to use the sunshine
we might conjure up sunshine, but we weren’t
always successful because people who came
up to the Maker Sunshine Festival didn’t always
see that much of the sunshine apart from the
beautiful emblem.

Simon Dobson
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music

Music has always had a special
place at Maker Camp. In a letter
that we found in the Plymouth
Museum Galleries Archive young
Charles White writes to Mr. Judge
from Virginia House Settlement
about the importance of the
gramophone player that Lady
Astor had donated to the camp.
Older people have reminisced
about how music was a special
part of their time at Maker Camp.
From the wind-up gramophone
that was played at the farewell
parties in the 1940s, to dancing to
Buddy Holly and singing along to
the latest 1950s pop songs, people’s
recollections of Maker seem to go
hand in hand with their memories
of music.

In recent years Maker has become
known as a place of excellence
for contemporary music. At Maker
Sunshine Festival, renowned for
it’s peaceful and co-operative
atmosphere, people were
introduced to a wide range of
music. Local bands had their
first performances there whilst wellknown artists played the
main stages.
Youth music work, jam nights in the
Random Arms, gigs in the Energy
Room, the Maker Sessions and the
Maker Ladies Choir all add to the
rich tapestry of sound that Maker
is renowned for. Various musicians
and sound engineers are based in
the Barrack Block, where a baby
grand piano, formerly belonging to
folk singer-songwriter Ralph McTell,
now resides.
You can get a sense of this
outstanding musical talent by
listening to Maker Tapes Volumes
One and Two, together with the
Maker Memories: Live at the
Barracks short music documentaries
on our YouTube channel.

We always said
we didn’t need
Glastonbury when
we had Maker,
we had some
great times.
Viv Smith

Maker memories

Maker memories

8

9

I work as a composer and a
conductor as well. I mean for me
trying to get away from noise
and people to be able to write
music - this is the perfect place.
I mean it’s absolutely beautiful,
definitely, like the Rame Peninsula
is one of the most beautiful places
I’ve ever been and to be able to
be up here in solitude and work
it’s like literally the best thing for
creativity. You can shut yourself
away and then, if you want to go
for a walk, it is just staggering
around here.
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I think I speak for a lot
of people in that it’s
a massive part of my
life and our lives and
the community around
here and friendship.

Maker for me and music it’s just been absolutely incredible
there’s nowhere else like it on the planet. We have a lovely
bar here called the Random Arms and Energy Rooms
and every Tuesday I run an open mic and we get loads of
different musicians in, whether they are worldwide talented
or it’s the first song that they’ve done and they’re really,
really nervous. I’m very honoured to be part of that and
actually I’ve grown a lot more confident being able to get up
and play in front of such a lot of supportive, loving people.

Jenny Fox

Jo Phillips
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location

Maker is located on a rural-coastal
hilltop in an outstanding area of
natural beauty. It’s breathtaking
views have motivated people to
come here to camp year after
year, despite the knowledge that
in heavy rain and high winds their
tents might get soaked through or
blown away.
People have told us how Maker has
changed their view of the world:
for some, it was the first time they
had seen sand, sea, wild animals
and expanses of grass. For others,
it is a peaceful place to come to in
order to get away from the worries
of the world.
Alongside the historical monuments
of national importance, you can
find a wide range of birds, animals
and insects including skylarks, barn
owls, indigenous black bees, oil
beetles, field mice and hedgehogs.

Amongst this natural wildlife and
meadowland there is a wide range
of ecology, including moss, bee
orchids, heath violets, wild flowers
and grasses.
This habitat has important
conservation value because
unimproved grassland is species
rich for pollinators and is in
decline due to commercial farming
methods, property development
and modern life.
The Maker Woodlands group work
tirelessly all year round tending the
native woodland that surrounds
Maker Camp and offer educational
activities to the public.
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Chris Richards, stayed
at Maker Camp in
the 1960s: We sailed
from the Barbican
to Cawsand, about
eight boats, with a
safety boat from RAF
Mountbatten, a great
adventure. We landed
at Cawsand and pulled
the boats up the beach
and walked from there
to Maker Camp.

The buildings are far
from beautiful, they’re
military buildings,
they’re utilitarian,
built for purpose,
very strong, striking
buildings. They’re
not beautiful but the
setting that they sit
in is breathtakingly
beautiful, sat on
the heights of the
Rame Peninsula,
Maker Heights with
breathtaking views,
Plymouth Sound,
Whitsand Bay,
The Tamar, and it
is a beautiful place.

I felt as if I was really away from
everything because I still had
memories of bombs dropping
and destruction and all that. It
was so peaceful here, and quiet.
I didn’t feel homesick at all.
Ted Perring
Maker memories

Maker is such a
beautiful location.
There’s a certain feel
when you arrive at
Maker, the beauty of
its natural surroundings
is healing in itself.
Pete Dunstone
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Chris Richards

love

In our interviews the word love
keeps cropping up. People talk
about their special relationship with
Maker, the people they have fallen
in love with and a fond love for the
place. Some met their first love at
Maker Camp and many weddings
have taken place here. The birth
and naming of babies has been
celebrated, birthday parties for
children aged seven to elders aged
seventy have taken place, and
wakes have been held for loved
ones who have passed away.
The warm greetings and thoughtful
care that people get from the
campsite team mean that people
return here year after year. Holidaymakers say: “we love coming up to
Maker. It makes me feel relaxed, it
makes me feel part of something”.

The Canteen not only has a
reputation for cooking excellent
food but for creating a loving
atmosphere and a place where
everyone is made to feel welcome.
People have told us they love Maker
as a place of solitude, as a place to
heal, as a place to party, as a place
to walk dogs, as a place for creative
inspiration, for its panoramic views,
for the Rooster skate park, for the
romantic yurts, for its historical
background, for lasting friendships
with overseas volunteers and for
the life-long relationships that have
been made here.

Feeling the love of here - it’s very
special, a very special place and it’s
absolutely bursting with love here.
Haidee Dampney
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I was just thinking about
all of our weddings that
we’ve had up here as well
of our close friends. These
memories of ours that are
so, so special like the love
that has been created here
and held here.
Sally Brinkworth
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community

For many people Maker means
being part of a community and gives
them a strong sense of belonging.
Maker Camp has its roots in
voluntary youth work. Lady Nancy
Astor, MP and Annie Weeks of the
Barbican Girls Life Brigade formed
the Batter Street Club in 1914 and
undertook youth and community
work at the Victory Club (renamed
as Virginia House Settlement in
1925). In the early 1920s Maker
Camp was set up by the Settlement
to provide holidays for children and
young people who had experienced
post-war austerity. Over the years
many thousands of school children
from Plymouth, London and beyond
have spent time at Maker Camp.
In 2002 youth music club started at
Maker and this, together with the
festival, sowed the seeds for Maker
Music and Arts and the vibrant
musical community that it is now
renowned for.

Over the last twenty years
Rame Conservation trustees
and members, festival, woodland
and European volunteers, amongst
others, have given incalculable
amounts of time in helping Maker
become a place for the community
to enjoy.
It is described as a social hub, a
place where people make strong
bonds and keep coming back to. In
particular, it is a place that many
young people call ‘their own’. Young
people have told us that it brings
the outlying villages together, it
is the reason that they live here
or frequently visit here, that it’s a
place where they can enjoy life and
socialize with friends of all ages.
Adults have told us that they hope
their children continue to enjoy
the freedom and pleasure that
they have experienced here, whilst
old people reminisce about the
importance that Maker had for
them when they were young.

It brings so
many people
together...
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Harry Taylor

Jenny Fox
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It’s been such a melting pot of
different experiences and different
opportunities for everyone.

It’s absolutely
incredible. This is
a community base,
it’s more than music,
it’s more than art,
it’s more than any
of these things.
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I think of Maker being
No-mans-land, and
yet Every-mansland, because it has
generated a sense
of belonging for
everyone, and we see
ourselves, everybody
sees themselves, as
part of the Peninsula.
26
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