INTRODUCTION
This book celebrates the people and the spaces
that create Maker. Buildings are the heart of what
a community builds itself around. For Maker, the
buildings and space that surround it have given
its community the freedom to create and explore.
The buildings of Maker have a rich history housing communities, businesses, artists,
musicians and providing shelter.
Through
reading this book, you will get a real sense
of the way Maker has grown
throughout
the years and become its own community.
-Ajla Salkicevic

MAKER

Maker is based on the Rame
Peninsula of South-East Cornwall and is situated on a hill in
close reach of Kingsand, Cawsand, Millbrook and Cremyll. It has
a rich military, social and cultural history. Lady Nancy Astor and
youth workers on the Barbican,
Plymouth, set up Maker Camp in
the 1920s in order to give children from the cities a holiday
in the countryside by the sea.
The children would learn various life skills through diverse
activities such as leaning how
to cook, darn socks and swim.
The Rame Conservation Trust
(RCT) was set up in 1997
as a buildings preservation

charity. In 1999 Maker Festival
was held in order to raise money for the RCT, whilst youth
music work was held at Maker
from 2002 onwards. Together
these nurtured local musical
talent and the Energy Room
at Maker has a reputation as
one of the best community
music venues in the Southwest. Artists, photographers,
potters and other creatives
have also made their mark on
Maker. For dog-walkers, blackberry pickers, artists, those
who love music, campers
and walkers, Maker is a very
special place of belonging

RAME
PENINSULA
TRUST
RCT was set up in order ‘to preserve for the public
benefit of the people of the Rame Peninsula and of the
nation at large, the historical, architectural and constructional heritage that exists in and around Maker
Heights and the Rame Peninsula’.With its volunteers,
the trust has been able to clear and renovate the
buildings so they could be turned into places where
people from the community can and enjoy the facilities that Maker has to offer. They have transformed
Maker into a place where everyone is welcome.

“I am the volunteer coordinator for the Rame Conservation Trust,
I help get the volunteers up here every weekend. For me, being a
volunteer is all about giving back to the community and helping
the community for the better. I’ve been coming up to Maker ever
since I was a child, I grew up just down the hill. I’ve come up here
to watch the live bands with my friends and family, I’ve spent a
lot of time here having a good time and socialising with people.
I believe as a national asset, these buildings are endlessly fascinating and a integral part of Maker. I’m constantly learning about
them and believe the buildings are the core for the community.”

DOUG
REID

The Tamar Outdoor Centre was a place were children
and adults could come and various activities at Maker.
“The Tamar Outdoor Centre was managed by
Tony Wagner in 2003 following his leadership of
the Nissen Huts restoration team. Along with his
partner Bev Turner, and various family members,
he ran the centre that catered for many groups
of school children until 2006. Bev and Tony also
spent several years working on the campsite:
‘For myself and family, I can honestly say that we have
thoroughly enjoyed all our time and involvement
at Maker. The beautiful setting, wonderful people,
and friends have given us memories and experiences that we will remember forever’ Tony Wagner.”
The Nissen huts were originally built by the army. The
huts were then used by the children who came with their
school to the camp. The huts would be used as a canteen, a place for the children to sleep and to take part
in workshops in. When the Rame Peninsula Trust became
involved with Maker, they knocked them down and rebuilt some. The Rame Conservation Trust renovated the
Nissen Huts which then had various uses including The
Tamar Outdoor Centre, Maker Junction and The Canteen.

NISSEN
HUTS

-Simon DeGroot and Tamsin Radford

The Canteen is a restaurant rented from the Rame Peninsula Trust as a private business and employs local staff
to work in. It serves locally produced food all year round.
The Canteen was opened three and a half years ago. The
original Nissenn Huts were knocked down but some of their
original tin was used to rebuild the current Nissan Huts.
Dog walkers and people from afar come to The Canteen to enjoy the views and the good food that is served.
“Maker Junction was a social enterprise which
aimed to regenerate the Nissen Huts at Maker
Heights and bring them back into active use for
the local community and school groups as a hub
for environment and heritage educational and
creative activities. Maker Junction saw the creation of a community café and classroom space,
hosted a variety of local artists and educators
offering affordable workshops to local families,
and with the support of funding from the Cornwall School of Social Entrepreneurs went on to
develop a residential programme for schools.
In addition, MJ hosted youth exchanges from
as far afield as Nepal and Northern Ireland, and
schools from London and Plymouth, co-ordinated conservation volunteering at Maker and hosted and supported a number of other local social
enterprise start-ups. Maker Junction’s work was
made possible by support of a huge range of
volunteers and local people and although MJ no
longer exists, sparks which started there burn on.”
-Tony Wagner and Bev Turner

THE
CANTEEN

“I’ve been working at the
Canteen since it opened
three and half years ago.
With the Canteen, we try
and employ locally, most of
our staff live locally. I live
in the village and my family lives here too. I feel that
the Canteen is a rebuild of
the history of Maker as they
used some of the original tin
to rebuild the Nissen hut.
I think it’s a small community within the staff, which is a
large part of Maker. All of us
get on with each other really
well, we all support each other. It’s our livelihood for a lot
of us, it’s our main income
for most us.
I feel like Maker is a special
place with the views and the
location and the people that

come here. With everybody
there’s definitely a feel of
people being open minded and
happy with people wanting to
experience the outside and appreciate the area.
A lot of people come up here to
experience the whole of Maker. They’ll come up here for
breakfast after they’ve been
to a Session at the Random
Arms, people will go for a walk
with their dog and then pop in
for a coffee. It’s really nice for
us we see a lot of the locals,
their families and they know us
and we know them and it just
feels like a wider family, especially to get that interaction
at work. It’s nice when people
come up here and tell us their
stories of when they were up
here as kids.”

NICK
PLATTS

MAKER
FESTIVAL

“In the 1990s, Maker had become dormant
and nobody went to it. The gates were
closed. Then when the Rame Penisula Conservation Trust became involved with Maker, one of the main things they wanted to
do was make people feel like they wanted
to go back to it again. So, they started an
annual festival in 1999 to help them raise
money so that they could start to renovate
more of the buildings at Maker. The festival
became popular and successful with the locals but also with people travelling afar to go.
The festival was a family friendly festival where families could come and enjoy good music with the beutiful views
of the rame penisula surrounding them.
Some of the nicest aspects of the festival
for me were prior to the festivals when we
would get a work group up there. It would be
a great gathering of people. There would be
a big barbeque at the end of the day and just
have work days. The site had been left for 20
years so the land had been left in disarray,
lots of the toilets were broken. So to prepare
it so it could be used as a festival made it’s a
safer place for people to gather. It took a bit
of time painting and decorating and clearing.”
-Pete Dunstone

“The yurts give people a bit of a home from home
experience or glamping is a phrase that is used
these days. It’s a nice traditional way of living, you’ve
got your cooking on the fire and the wood burner in
there. And as it’s windy and wild up here. It’s nice to
be in your cosy yurt all closed up. It’s enabled people to come to Maker and enjoy it in all weathers.
During one of the festivals, we had Native Americans come and they had some tepees that they
wanted to bring to the festival. They brought them
along and we set them up on the hill and then they
decided they wanted to leave them here. Which
then instead of having people bring their own
tents, we had tepee’s that we had to let to people and it gave them a extra experience. Tepee life
is great, it’s nice with the fire and circular living”.
-Pete Dunstone

YURTS
The campsite developed from people wanting to
camp outside of the festival time as it’s such a beautiful place with incredible views, with a lovely community. Also, it’s in great location with the sea and the
beaches, so people wanted to come to go on holidays.
Maker is a pretty windy spot, so the tepee’s didn’t last
brilliantly long. But it was nice for people to have somewhere to stay, so we moved from tepee’s to yurts.

CAMPING

DAVE
PARAMORE
“I moved to Maker when I was up here living in a van over the
summer. I sort of ended up taking this place up as a winter let and
that was over ten years ago now and I’ve never moved out really.
The first thing I did when I moved in was to start planting the
garden. Everyone says this is such a nice place but for me
without the garden it’s not really a nice place, the actual structure isn’t that good. But the garden made it really gives me
the privacy and a little micro climate to do what I do really.
I see Maker as an entity of its own, a living thing that we’re
all part off. And it’s the only thing that is left that belongs to
the people really, it’s our buildings, our land. It means a lot.
It’s my life really the garden, it’s so young it could go further.
It’s good to be up here, it gets me socialising. There are a lot
of interesting people up here with alternative thoughts. It’s special for the families and dog walkers who enjoy the land really.
What I love to do is observe the seas. I love living up here,
you have the rawness of nature and the moon and the sunrises and sunsets the wind and everything else. It’s nice watching
the kids up here appreciating the elements the wind the sea.”

RANDOM
ARMS
“Open mic night is a great way for a person who isn’t ready
to go out and get themselves a gig, but are interested to
play to an audience to see how it goes down. It’s a great way
for people of all ages as it provides that platform, a safe environment, where they feel like they can get up and perform, as it’s a small stage so they don’t have to be nervous.”
-Tom Ogilvie

“Through the CIC we started to make a plan
to organise regular events throughout the
year. The bar made it capable for us to fund
a lot of our outreach programmes with young
people, which helped us pay our musicians.
It’s a good community pub where everyone is
welcome. We’re not open every day, were not
trying to compete with any of the local pubs, it’s
just a nice place to come and quench your thirst
when you’re having a bit of a boogie listening
the bands. In the summer, it’s a great watering
hole for the people that come up here to camp
and it gives them a chance to integrate with the
locals and enjoy the music we put on up here.
The Random Arms was born from the festival.
We started the youth project off in the energy
room. Every year we invested more money into
the buildings, as most of them are quite derelict.
When we were clearing the sites, we came across
this room. One of the first times we used this
room was as a café, then the next year we used
it as a bar in association with the energy room.
Then we decided it would be nice if it could keep
on going, so at that point we were able to use the
Random Arms and the Energy Room together. So,
we approached the trust and asked if we could
keep that going and they were happy with it.”

-Pete Dunstone
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“Maker Music and Arts CIC run Maker Sessions. You have
people who come up who learn bar work here and then go
and get bar work elsewhere. They learn sound engineering with us, help to set up for the sessions or some of the
bigger events. It’s great to have that opportunity for people in the area as there aren’t that many jobs around. To
have that opportunity to get some experience, especially
for young people who want to work in the creative industry
or the music industry. It gives a bit of a spring board a platform for them to begin from somewhere for them to learn.”
-Tom Ogilvie

ENERGY

“The energy room was born from the festival again
as most things started up here. We started a youth
music project up here, which we started in the guard
room and as we needed more space, we came up
here. During the festival, the energy room was the
mosh pit, whilst the main bands were in the marquee.
This was somewhere for the youngsters to come
and have a good time and laugh with their friends.
We ran a music project from here. We had some
funding from an organisation called CYMAZ (Cornwall youth music action zone). With local musicians
and myself as a youth worker, we did regular music nights, band development, song writing, music production and general music lessons. Then
each year from the festival we would invest some
money into it. We managed to get this beautiful
ceiling uncovered from all the grime. Local artists have helped us decorate with the ultra violet vinyl’s and different murals and backdrops.
After the festival, we decided that we wanted to try
and keep it going on all year round. So, we created
a community interest company music and arts (CIC)
and it’s been going ever since. We had 100s of bands
play here from young local bands just starting out, to
well established national bands come down and enjoy
that they’re well received. We’ve got a good crowd.”
-Pete Dunstone

ROOM

-Dom Moore Photography

“I’ve always been up here with various bands since I was 15. My
involvement in Maker started 12 years ago when I was practicing with my band, Hillside Heroes, which was the band I was in at
the time. It’s continued since then and now I’m currently using
this studio to practice with my current band, Land Of The Giants.
I became more of an integral part of Maker really through Maker
Festival doing all the bookings and the programming. After, we
started the Maker Sessions which have become very successful.
All the events at Maker play a part of the community. Maker has
always tried to be as inclusive as possible. The sessions are brilliant with that. We have upwards of 200 people getting together
to enjoy the music that they like. The Sessions are good at helping
bringing people up and introducing them to the site, but after that
there’s so many workshops that people have to get involved in.”

TOM
OGILVIE

The Barrack Block has significant cultural and historical value and stands out distinctly on the horizon of the
Rame Peninsula and overlooking Plymouth Sound. It was
built in the early 1800’s, manning a line of 1782 redoubts,
in order to protect Devonport Dockyard and housed over
200 infantry. In the 1920s it was used for school children
from Plymouth and beyond to have residential holidays.
This continued for many decades and the Maker Memories project is capturing the rich stories of people who
stayed in the building when they were school children.
It was awarded the status of Grade 2 listed building in
1998 for its special historical and architectural interest. The Barrack Block is currently being used as a creative hub and for heritage purposes. The Rame Conservation Trust is working hard to make sure that the building
is being carefully restored so that it can stay as a community asset rather being sold to commercial developers.
The Barracks currently has studios where any
creatives can come and create their work in.
The Barracks has musicians, painters, sound
engineers and photographers. The Barracks
is also being used for heritage purposes.
The Barrack Block at Maker Heights ‘remains one
of the most complete, and least altered, examples
of a barracks from the Napoleonic period’ (English Heritage, Drouet, J. (ed)(1997: 84) British Barracks 1600-1984. London: The Stationary Office.

BARRACKS

DOM
MOORE

“As someone who is newish, I have fond memories
of the festival back in 2006
and 2007 and it’s been really nice to come back
around and integrate myself into the community
and the Maker community.
I use my skills as a photographer to integrate into the
community like Maker Memories and collaborate with local creatives, live local musicians and artists. For me, the
Maker community is about
collaboration with creatives
and
non-creatives
alike.
All the buildings together are
like a community hub because of its location and they
all play special role in that.

As maker is placed on the
Rame Peninsula on such a
beautiful place, it’s personally very inspiring for me as I
find a need to be in a place
of outstanding beauty would
it be the coast or a forest.
The demographic varies as
you have people from all different backgrounds and ages
and everyone just gets on
with each other and that’s
the beauty of it. There’s no
prejudice, just acceptance.
With the community, you
feel acceptance and like
your part of a larger family.”

“I moved down to Cornwall about seven years ago
from Wales. I’ve never formally studied at any university. I found out about Maker through the people really.
Around Millbrook and Cawsand area, you tend to meet
people around the local pubs and you feel like there’s
a community aspect around the whole area and everyone knows each other and everyone’s quite friendly.

JOHN
CHAN

Everyone’s very like-minded so it’s easy to connect with
everyone. I feel like Maker Heights is a vessel and the
people, the community are the mind for that vessel. The
people are what drives the vessel and the buildings are
the structure which make it possible for Maker to expand and explore into so many different things. I feel like
my studio helps me discover my mind more as all I do is
create. When I’m here I have the freedom of being disconnected from social media and I feel like I’m just living.”
“The community here create
these ideas, this outlook, to be
productive, to be happy and
positive about something.
It
plays a massive part definitely and it creates this vessel
where all these creative people are able to explore and to
communicate with each other
and collaborate with each other.
As long as someone brings
something here, or something
different, then it should be accepted. I feel like Maker is thriving with creativity and is continuously pushing the boundaries
of creativity. It’s a hub for anyone to come and collaborate together and explore.”
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